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1
AUTOROTATION INITIATION AND FLARE
CUES SYSTEM AND RELATED METHOD

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the inventive concepts disclosed herein
relate generally to flight direction for a helicopter pilot to
successfully land an engine out aircraft. More particularly,
embodiments disclosed herein relate to a system and related
method for providing visual and audible flight direction cues
to a pilot of a helicopter during an autorotation.

BACKGROUND

Helicopter energy management is of primary concern dur-
ing an engine out situation onboard a helicopter. Energy may
be found within each of the rotating components including
the kinetic energy stored in the rotor system. This energy may
be used to counteract the rate of descent during an autorota-
tion landing by converting the kinetic energy in the rotor
system into Lift. Additional Lift is produced at the bottom of
an autorotation by increasing the angle of attack of the main
rotor blades. During the autorotation procedure, rotor RPM
will rapidly decay. It is essential to properly time the autoro-
tation flare by converting the rotor RPM energy into Lift to
fully arrest the descent and cushion the landing.

Traditional flight director systems may offer guidance to a
ground based navigational aid including an instrument land-
ing system (ILS) or area navigation (RNAV) lateral and ver-
tical guidance profiles. These systems, however, offer guid-
ance to a specific point on the surface and fail to incorporate
local atmospherics into the guidance equation. For example,
and ILS may provide ground based guidance to a specific
landing point on a runway. Similarly, RNAV systems may
offer inertial or satellite based guidance to a specific point on
a runway. These systems have no value during an engine out
autorotation maneuver.

Proper autorotation technique is of primary concern, since
the pilot has a single opportunity for success. Pilot visual scan
should be appropriate for the phase of the autorotation to be
successful. As the pilot turns the helicopter to final landing
heading or course line prior to the flare, pilot scan should
focus almost entirely outside. The successful scan should
include: 1) Outside—to the horizon for attitude, ground track,
and nose alignment; 2) Down—{for altitude to set the flare and
for closure vertical speed and groundspeed; and 3) Inside the
cockpit—to cross-check airspeed, rotor rpm, and engine rpm
in the descent.

The completion maneuver just before the helicopter
touches down may be referred to as the autorotational flare.
Each autorotational flare may be unique depending on the
existing wind conditions, airspeed, Density Altitude (DA),
and the aircraft gross weight. These many variables could
lead to pilot misinterpretation of existing conditions and an
unsuccessful autorotation. Therefore, a need remains for a
system and related method to aid a pilot in recognition of
these variables and offer cues to mitigate factors which could
lead to an unsuccessful autorotation.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, one embodiment of the inventive concepts
disclosed herein may include a system for displaying autoro-
tation cues to a helicopter pilot. The system may comprise a
storage device configured for storing at least static informa-
tion, the static information including: terrain data associated
with a geographic area; and helicopter specific data associ-
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ated with a helicopter. The system may include a controller
operatively coupled with the storage device, the controller
having an autorotation cue processor and an autorotation cue
generator.

The storage device may also include non-transitory com-
puter readable program code embodied therein for determin-
ing autorotation cues, the computer readable program code
comprising instructions which, when executed by the autoro-
tation cue processor, cause the autorotation processor to per-
form and direct specific steps. Some of these steps may
include monitoring a plurality of ambient parameters and
monitoring a plurality of helicopter parameters.

The controller may compare comparing one of the plurality
otf’helicopter parameters to a desired helicopter parameter and
should the controller detect a loss of power based on the
comparing, it will take specific action. During normal opera-
tion, the controller is continuously monitoring and continu-
ously determining a target autorotation airspeed based on the
static information and the plurality of ambient parameters.
The controller is also continuously determining an autorota-
tion attitude based on the target autorotation airspeed and the
helicopter parameters and an autorotation flare altitude based
on the target autorotation airspeed, the plurality of ambient
parameters, and the plurality of helicopter parameters.

With these determined parameters ready, the controller
also accesses the computer readable program code to gener-
ate an autorotation attitude cue based on the autorotation
attitude, an autorotation airspeed cue based on the target
autorotation airspeed; and an autorotation flare cue based on
the autorotation altitude, the autorotation flare cue including
at least one of: a visual cue and an audible cue.

As the system continuously generates these autorotation
cues, the controller waits for a loss of power. Should the
controller determine a loss of power, it may display, on a flight
display operatively coupled with the controller, the autorota-
tion airspeed cue, the autorotation attitude cue, and the
autorotation altitude display. These displayed parameters
may aid the helicopter pilot in recognition and entry into the
autorotation maneuver. Then, once the helicopter is within a
predetermined range of the autorotation flare altitude, the
controller may present the autorotation flare cue on the flight
display an on an audible warning device.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein the terrain data
associated with a geographic area includes one of: a digital
terrain database, a raster terrain database, and a vector terrain
database.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein the helicopter
specific data associated with the helicopter includes at least
one of: a helicopter type, autorotation airspeed, an autorota-
tion profile, data associated with a height velocity profile for
the helicopter, and an average helicopter weight.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein the plurality of
ambient parameters further includes at least one of an ambi-
ent wind vector, density altitude, and an ambient temperature.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein the plurality of
helicopter parameters further includes at least one of: a yaw
rate, an attitude, an airspeed, and a heading.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein the at least one
desired helicopter parameter includes: an engine torque, a
power level ofthe engine, an engine rounds per minute speed,
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a current main rotor blade angle, a tail rotor speed, a rudder
deflection, and an ability of the engine to drive a helicopter
main rotor.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein the autorotation
airspeed cue is displayed associated with an airspeed indica-
tor on the flight display onboard the helicopter.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein a crew alerting
system is configured for providing the audible cue.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein the autorotation
flare cue is associated with an altitude indicator on the flight
display onboard the helicopter.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a system wherein the autorotation
altitude is centrally displayed on at least one of: the flight
display and a heads up display for enhanced helicopter pilot
awareness.

An additional embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may include a method for displaying autorota-
tion cues to a helicopter pilot. The method may comprise
accessing static information, the static information including
terrain data associated with a geographic area and helicopter
specific data associated with a helicopter. The method may
include monitoring a plurality of ambient parameters and a
plurality of helicopter parameters.

The method may include comparing one of the plurality of
helicopter parameters to a desired helicopter parameter. As a
result of the comparing, the method may determine a loss of
power to the helicopter based on the comparing.

The method may continuously determine a target autoro-
tation airspeed based on the static information and the plural-
ity of ambient parameters and continuously generate and
update an autorotation airspeed cue based on the target
autorotation airspeed. The method may also continuously
determine an autorotation attitude based on the target autoro-
tation airspeed and at least one of the plurality of helicopter
parameters and generate and continuously update an autoro-
tation attitude cue based on the autorotation attitude.

The method may also determine an autorotation flare alti-
tude based on the target autorotation airspeed, the plurality of
ambient parameters, and the plurality of helicopter param-
eters and generate an autorotation flare altitude display based
on the autorotation flare altitude. The method may also gen-
erate an autorotation flare cue based on the autorotation flare
altitude, the autorotation flare cue may indicate one of: a
visual cue and an audible cue.

Should the method determine a loss of power, it may dis-
play 1) the autorotation airspeed cue, 2) the autorotation
attitude cue and 3) the autorotation flare altitude display to a
helicopter pilot on a flight display. The pilot may fly with
reference to these cues during the autorotation maneuver.
Then, should ambient parameters be nonlinear in the descent,
the method may determine a range associated with the autoro-
tation flare altitude based on at least one of the plurality of
ambient parameters and present the autorotation flare cue on
the flight display and on an audible warning device when the
monitoring indicates an above ground level altitude within
the range.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory only and are not necessarily restrictive
of the invention as claimed. The accompanying drawings,
which are incorporated in and constitute a part of the speci-
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4

fication, illustrate embodiments of the invention and together
with the general description, serve to explain the principles of
the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The numerous advantages of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may be better understood by those skilled in the
art by reference to the accompanying figures in which:

FIG. 11is a diagram of an exemplary path of an autorotation
guided by one embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein;

FIG. 2 is a graph of an exemplary height-velocity diagram
within which embodiments of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may guide a helicopter pilot;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a system for autorotation initiation
and flare cues exemplary of an embodiment of the inventive
concepts disclosed herein;

FIG. 4 is an diagram of a flight display at a point of engine
failure recognition exemplary of one embodiment of the
inventive concepts disclosed herein;

FIG. 5 is a diagram of a flight display at a point during
autorotation exemplary of one embodiment of the inventive
concepts disclosed herein;

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a flight display at a point during
autorotation flare exemplary of one embodiment of the inven-
tive concepts disclosed herein;

FIG. 7 a diagram of a flight display at a point during
autorotation touchdown exemplary of one embodiment of the
inventive concepts disclosed herein; and

FIG. 81s aflow diagram for a method for presenting autoro-
tation cues exemplary of one embodiment of the inventive
concepts disclosed herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the presently
preferred embodiments of the invention, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. The following
description presents certain specific embodiments of the
inventive concepts disclosed herein. However, the inventive
concepts disclosed herein may be embodied in a multitude of
different ways as defined and covered by the claims. In this
description, reference is made to the drawings wherein like
parts are designated with like numerals throughout.

Embodiments of the inventive concepts disclosed herein
may provide visual and audible flight direction cues to the
pilot of a helicopter to maintain an optimum energy sustain-
ing profile to successfully perform an autorotation maneuver.
From the moment the engine fails, systems described herein
provide airspeed, attitude, and elevation guidance to the pilot
to intercept and fly the correct path for a successful autorota-
tion entry, autorotation descent, autorotation flare, and mini-
mum rate of descent touchdown.

Although a helicopter is generally disclosed as one plat-
form on which embodiments of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein may be deployed, various rotorcraft and hover-
craft may benefit from embodiments here. The concept of
autorotation guidance may remain consistent throughout
each of the various rotorcraft platforms.

Reference Chart

Ref. No. Description
100 Path Diagram
102 Terrain Level
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-continued

Reference Chart

Ref. No. Description
104 Above Ground Level (AGL)
106 Engine Failure Point
108 Autorotation Flare Altitude
110 Helicopter
118 Predetermined Range
120 Autorotation Path
122 Recognition
124 Energy Sustaining Autorotation Path
126 Autorotation Flare Maneuver
128 Touchdown Phase
200 Altitude Velocity Diagram
202 Low Speed Unsafe Flight Regimes
204 High Speed Unsafe Flight Regimes
210 First Point
212 Second Point
300 System 300
302 Plurality of Inputs
310 Controller
312 Autorotation Cue Processor
314 Cue Generator
316 Altitude Attitude Airspeed Cues
318 CAS Message
320 Flight Display
322 Crew Alert System
324 Speaker
330 Storage
400 Recognition
410 Autorotation Airspeed Cue
420 Autorotation Flare Altitude Display
430 Autorotation Flare Cue
440 Autorotation Attitude Cue
500 Autorotation
600 Flare
700 Touchdown
800 Flowchart

Referring to FIG. 1, a diagram of an exemplary path of an
autorotation guided by one embodiment of the inventive con-
cepts disclosed herein is shown. Diagram 100 may indicate a
helicopter 110 which may fly at an altitude above ground level
(AGL) 104 which may also be indicated as a reference alti-
tude above mean sea level (MSL). Terrain level 102 above
which the helicopter 110 may fly is one factor in determining
the energy available to the helicopter 110 to perform a suc-
cessful autorotation. An autorotation path 120 for successful
autorotation may include an engine failure point 106, a rec-
ognition 122, a rotor energy sustaining autorotation path 124,
a flare maneuver 126, and a touchdown phase 128.

The engine failure point 106 may include a point at which
engine RPM decreases below a specific threshold as well as a
complete engine failure or seizure where engine RPM
approaches zero. The engine failure point 106 may also
include a point at which the engine is no longer able to
maintain sufficient torque for the helicopter to maintain the
altitude AGL 104.

The recognition 122 of the requirement to perform an
autorotation maneuver may include system recognition as
well as pilot recognition. System recognition of an engine
failure may include an engine monitoring device coupled to,
for example, an engine compressor speed (N1) of one or more
engines. Additionally, the recognition 122 may include pilot
recognition of a power failure and pilot initiation of the
autorotation maneuver.

The rotor energy sustaining autorotation path 124 may be
designed to minimize energy loss within the rotor system
while maintaining a continuous rate of descent. For example,
at a specific aircraft weight and ambient density altitude, the
rotor energy sustaining autorotation path 124 has a specific
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slope. This slope may include a target airspeed and a target
pitch to be flown by the pilot. During the rotor energy sus-
taining autorotation path 124, one goal may include maxi-
mizing the energy retained in the rotor system for the follow
on autorotation flare maneuver 126.

The autorotation flare maneuver 126 may include a transi-
tion from the energy sustaining autorotation 124 where the
pitch of the rotor blades is changed to arrest the rate of
descent. The autorotation flare maneuver 126 may begin at
the autorotation flare altitude 108. In some embodiments, the
autorotation flare altitude 108 may include a predetermined
range 118 associated with the autorotation flare altitude 108
at which the autorotation flare maneuver 126 should be initi-
ated. This transition may use the energy retained by the rotor
system during the autorotation 124 to both 1) break the rate of
descent and 2) reduce airspeed to discontinue forward motion
of the helicopter 110.

The touchdown phase 128 may include the path after the
flare as the pilot transitions from an energy depleting flare to
an energy depleting touchdown. In the touchdown phase 128
the remaining energy stored in the rotation of the rotor system
is used to further break the rate of descent and perform a
touchdown at a minimum rate of descent to maintain aircraft
structural integrity.

Referring to FIG. 2, a graph of an exemplary height-veloc-
ity diagram within which embodiments of the inventive con-
cepts disclosed herein may guide a helicopter pilot is shown.
Within a height velocity curve, there are specific unsafe flight
regimes where autorotation success is unlikely. Generally
these unsafe flight regimes are at low altitude and at slow
airspeeds 202 but may also include low altitude and high
airspeeds 204. Each height velocity curve 200 may be specific
to each helicopter 110 type and may be incorporated within an
aircraft flight manual offering flight regime guidance to a
pilot.

Systems herein may guide the pilot from positions outside
the unsafe flight regimes 202 and 204 to the autorotation path
120 to complete a successful autorotation and landing. For
example, should the helicopter 110 lose power at a first point
210 at 260 feet AGL and 68 Knots Indicated Airspeed (KIAS)
(IAS), systems herein may operate to guide the pilot each
point of a flight regime to fly the autorotation path 120. From
the first point 210 the system may guide the pilot to increase
airspeed to the desired 80 KIAS to comply with the autoro-
tation path 120. Similarly from second point 212 at 460 feet
AGL and 90 KIAS, embodiments of the inventive concepts
herein may operate to display guidance cues to the pilot to
decelerate to 80 KIAS and fly from the second point 212 to the
autorotation path 120. Here, the exemplary autorotation path
120 includes a constant descent at 80 knots KIAS to an
autorotation flare at 50 feet AGL.

Referring to FIG. 3, a diagram of a system 300 for autoro-
tation initiation and flare cues exemplary of an embodiment
of the inventive concepts disclosed herein is shown. The
system 300 may include a controller 310 configured for con-
trolling each aspect of the methods system 300 may carry out
to determine and display autorotation cues to the pilot. Within
the controller 310, autorotation cue processor 312 may oper-
ate to receive a plurality of inputs 302, determine which cues
are presented, and where the cues may be presented on a flight
display 320 and within a Cockpit Alerting System (CAS) 322.

Plurality of inputs 302 may include a nonexclusive list of:

1) Wind data, including an input from a wind source asso-

ciated with a Flight Management System (FMS);

2) Yaw rate from a plurality of sources including onboard

Inertial Navigation Systems (INS) as well as gyroscopic
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systems including those systems operating to supply
gyroscopic information to the pilot of the helicopter;

3) Attitude of the helicopter including instantaneous pitch
as well as pitch rate and angle of bank including instan-
taneous angle of bank as well as roll rate;

4) Airspeed from a pitot static system as well as from a
global navigation satellite system (GNSS);

5) AGL altitude from a radio altimeter as well as from a
GNSS system;

6) Air Data information based on ambient conditions and
available from an onboard Air Data Computer (ADC)
including density altitude;

7) Engine Rounds Per Minute (RPM) as measured from at
least one of the helicopter engines—here, N1 may be a
desirable source of information for system 300 to mea-
sure as a metric of current engine operational perfor-
mance; and

8) Heading available from a compass system as well as
from a GNSS and INS systems.

Storage 330 may maintain specific information associated
with the helicopter on which the system 300 is deployed. In
some embodiments, the storage 330 may operate to store
static information available to the system 300 to aid in creat-
ing the display cues. Specific information may include an
average weight, an autorotation design speed, additional
parameters available within the flight manual and pilot oper-
ating handbook for the helicopter, and any of the plurality of
inputs 302.

Of note, these sources of data are listed as exemplary only
and serve not to limit the scope of the inventive concepts
herein, but to exemplify the plurality of input sources avail-
able for the system 300 use. The controller 310 may receive
and monitor the plurality of inputs 302 and command autoro-
tation logic to analyze the plurality of inputs for appropriate
cues to be presented to the pilot.

The storage 330 may be configured to store terrain data
including details of the terrain over which a helicopter may
fly. Terrain data may provide one input to the system 300 to
determine a type of topography available for the helicopter
pilot to land. Some exemplary types of terrain data suitable
for use by the system 300 may include a data in a Raster
formats including Digital Raster Graphics as well as Vector
formats such as a Keyhole Markup Language (KML) based
standard data. In addition, a Digital Terrain Elevation Data
(DTED) format may be particularly suitable for embodiments
of the inventive concepts disclosed here.

A cue generator 314 may operate to receive inputs from the
autorotation cue processor 312 and generate the cues required
for the system 300 to successfully guide the pilot to a safe
autorotation. Cues for airspeed, attitude and altitude 316 may
include visual cues available to a pilot on the flight display
320, while aural messages may be presented to the pilot via
the CAS 322.

One such flight display 320 may include an adaptive flight
display configured for a plurality of information available to
the pilot providing an integrated display enhancing pilot situ-
ational awareness. Displays such as an Electronic Flight
Instruments System (EFIS) and Engine Indication and Crew
Alerting System (EICAS) may provide the system 300
requirement for sufficiently displaying the autorotation cues
to the pilot.

Also, a heads up display (HUD) system may function as
one flight display available to the pilot and within the scope of
the system 300 to provide the helicopter pilot with the heads
up situational awareness as well as the system 300 cues to
enable the pilot to fly a successful autorotation.
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Referring to FIG. 4, a diagram of a flight display 320 at a
point of engine failure recognition 122 exemplary of one
embodiment of the inventive concepts disclosed herein is
shown. The system 300 may continuously monitor the plu-
rality of the inputs 302 to determine if an autorotation is
warranted. In one example, a decrease in N1 may be a reliable
indication that the engine is not able to sufficiently power the
main rotor for level flight. The system 300 recognition 400 of
an autorotation requirement may provide autorotation cues as
an indicator to the pilot of a need for autorotation well before
the pilot is able to perceive the requirement.

For example, a rapid decrease in N1 may be noticeable by
the pilot whereas an insidious decrease in N1 may not. The
system 300 may recognize this insidious decrease in N1 and
alert the pilot via the display of autorotation cues.

An autorotation airspeed cue 410 may be indicated and
associated with the airspeed indicator onboard the helicopter.
The autorotation airspeed cue 410 may indicate a desired
indicated airspeed for the pilot to accelerate or decelerate
toward to intercept the autorotation path 120. Here, an exem-
plary AFD may indicate airspeed to the pilot on the left side of
the display. In this manner, the system 300 may display the
autorotation airspeed cue 410 proximal to the actual airspeed
indicator. In some embodiments, the system 300 may display
the autorotation airspeed cue 410 as a carat or “bug” on a
circular dial type airspeed indicator.

With reference to pitch, the autorotation attitude cue 440
may indicate to the pilot the attitude to fly to achieve the
desired IAS. In embodiments, the system 300 may direct the
autorotation attitude cue to pitch the helicopter nose up or
nose down to decelerate or accelerate to the desired IAS. For
example, here the current IAS is 150 KIAS while the desired
IAS is 140 KIAS. The system 300 may command a pitch up
to decelerate the helicopter to achieve the desired 140 KIAS.

With reference to roll, the autorotation attitude cue 440
may indicate to the pilot a roll angle to achieve a target course
line to fly to a desired landing area. In some cases, the terrain
directly in front of the helicopter may be unsuitable for land-
ing. The system 300, with reference to terrain data, may
indicate a roll left or right to direct the pilot to the desired
landing area.

An autorotation flare altitude display 420 may be promi-
nently indicated to command a heightened awareness of the
pilot. As the autorotation flare altitude 108 may be a vital
parameter in a successful autorotation, the system 300 may
display the autorotation flare altitude display 420 in the center
of the flight display 320. Here, the autorotation flare altitude
display 420 of 2250 MSL. maintains reference to the currently
displayed altitude (MSL) for the display in use. In some
embodiments, the autorotation flare altitude display 420 may
be displayed in AGL altitude where the AGL is displayed on
the flight display 320.

Referring to FIG. 5, a diagram of a flight display at a point
during autorotation exemplary of one embodiment of the
inventive concepts disclosed herein is shown. Steady state
autorotation 500 may operate as an energy sustaining maneu-
ver to save the energy necessary for the autorotation flare. As
the pilot decelerates to the desired airspeed of 140 KIAS, the
autorotation airspeed cue 410 is displayed at that airspeed. In
this manner, when the desired airspeed is reached, the pilot no
longer must search and scan for a specific number in the
airspeed window, all that is required of the pilot is to keep the
autorotation airspeed cue 410 in the center (top to bottom) of
the flight display 320 and the airspeed will remain within
tolerance.

As the autorotation attitude cue 440 indicates the desired
attitude for the pilot to maintain the desired airspeed on the
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autorotation path 120, the desired attitude may be indicated at
a relatively nose low attitude. Here an exemplary five degrees
nose low may function to maintain the desired airspeed.

While established on the autorotation path 120, and
approaching the autorotation flare altitude 108, the system
300 begins to display the autorotation flare cue 430 to visually
indicate to the pilot the time to flare is approaching. As with
the autorotation airspeed cue 410, the autorotation flare cue
430 may not need to indicate a number to the pilot as the pilot
attention must remain focused on both an outside as well as
inside scan.

The autorotation flare cue 430 may be displayed in asso-
ciation with the altitude indicator as the pilot must scan alti-
tude as well as be aware of the presence of the autorotation
flare cue 420. In operation, the autorotation flare cue 430 may
begin at the bottom of the display 320 and rise in associated
with altitude as the helicopter descends.

Referring to FIG. 6, a diagram of a flight display 320 at a
point during autorotation flare 126 exemplary of one embodi-
ment of the inventive concepts disclosed herein is shown. The
autorotation flare state 600 may be the point along the autoro-
tation path 120 where the energy saved within the rotor sys-
tem is used to break the rate of descent and forward airspeed.
As the helicopter approaches the autorotation flare 126, the
system 300 commands each of the autorotation attitude cue
440 and the autorotation flare cue 430 to indicate to the pilot
the nose up attitude and altitude reached to accomplish the
autorotation flare 126. In addition, CAS may command an
audible “flare, flare, flare” command 322 for additional
awareness for the pilot to begin the autorotation flare 126.

In some situations during specific autorotation maneuvers,
it may be beneficial to the pilot for system 300 to present the
audible flare command 322. For example, at night or in instru-
ment conditions, the audible flare command 322 may aid the
pilot in performance of the autorotation flare to promote a
proper visual scan at the time of autorotation flare 126.

In some embodiments, system 300 may begin movement
of'the flare cues (the autorotation flare cue 430 and the autoro-
tation attitude cue 440 within a predetermined range 118 of
the autorotation flare altitude. Depending on ambient condi-
tions, the system 300 may command a nose up attitude at a
predetermined altitude above the autorotation flare altitude to
“lead” the flare maneuver to prevent helicopter damage. For
example, as the helicopter is descending on the autorotation
path 120, the system 300 may receive an ambient temperature
increase causing a higher density altitude and decreased per-
formance in the flare maneuver. In this case where an ambient
parameter may not linearly change with altitude, the system
300 may command the flare maneuver prior to the helicopter
reaching the autorotation flare altitude 108.

Conversely, should ambient conditions enable increased
performance as the helicopter descends on the autorotation
path 120, the system 300 may begin to command the nose up
attitude of the flare maneuver later than expected at a lower
altitude than the flare altitude display. For example, with
increasing performance measured in the descent, the system
300 may begin to move the autorotation flare cues 20 feet
lower than the autorotation flare altitude display 420 may
indicate.

In some embodiments, system 300 may configure the
autorotation flare cues to communicate with an autopilot of
the helicopter 110. Here, the system 300 may offer a coupled
autorotation maneuver for the pilot of the helicopter to select.
For example, system 300 may send autorotation flare inputs
to a flight management system onboard the autopilot
equipped helicopter. In this manner, the pilot may couple the
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autopilot to the flight manage system enable the autopilot to
fly the autorotation maneuver and autorotation flare maneu-
ver.

Referring to FIG. 7, a diagram of a flight display 320 at a
point during autorotation touchdown 128 exemplary of one
embodiment of the inventive concepts disclosed herein is
shown. Once the pilot arrests the rate of descent and forward
airspeed, the touchdown phase 700 may place the helicopter
safely on the terrain level 102. During the touchdown phase
700, the pilot transitions to the touchdown 128 to settle the
helicopter to the surface. As the autorotation flare cue 430
may no longer be required, the system 300 may terminate its
display. The remaining autorotation airspeed cue 410 and the
autorotation attitude cue 440 may still indicate valuable infor-
mation to the pilot for crosscheck in the pilot scan during
touchdown.

It is contemplated herein that the system 300 may operate
in night and Instrument Meteorological Conditions (IMC) to
offer an additional tool for the pilot of a helicopter to success-
fully perform the autorotation maneuver. With trust devel-
oped in a system, pilots may have no choice in adverse con-
ditions than to fly the system 300 displayed cues to a
successful autorotation and landing.

Referring to FIG. 8, a flow diagram for a method for pre-
senting autorotation cues exemplary of one embodiment of
the inventive concepts disclosed herein is shown. The method
800 may begin at a step 802 with accessing static information,
the static information including: terrain data associated with
a geographic area; and helicopter specific data associated
with a helicopter. The method 800 may continue at a step 804
with monitoring a plurality of ambient parameters and a plu-
rality of helicopter parameters. As a result of the monitoring,
the method 800 may;, at a step 808, compare at least one of the
plurality of helicopter parameters to at least one desired heli-
copter parameter.

The method 800 may continue at a step 810, with deter-
mining a loss of power based on the comparing. Method 800
may determine a plurality of variables associated with the
autorotation including at a step 812, a target autorotation
speed, at a step 816 an autorotation attitude and, at a step 818,
an autorotation altitude.

After variable determination, the method 800 may generate
cues associated with the variables including, at a step 814 an
autorotation airspeed cue, at a step 818 an autorotation atti-
tude cue, at a step 822 an autorotation flare altitude display,
and at a step 824 and autorotation flare cue.

Once the autorotation cues are determined and generated,
the method 800 may continuously monitor the plurality of
helicopter parameters for a reason to present the autorotation
cues to the pilot. Should the monitoring reveal a loss of power,
the method 800 may display 1) the autorotation airspeed cue
ata step 828, 2) the autorotation attitude cue at a step 830 and
3) the autorotation flare altitude display at a step 832.

Then as the helicopter descends during the autorotation
maneuver and is within a predetermined range of the autoro-
tation flare altitude, system may present the autorotation flare
cue 836 via the flight display and the audible CAS message.

CONCLUSION

Specific blocks, sections, devices, functions, processes and
modules may have been set forth. However, a skilled tech-
nologist will realize that there are many ways to partition the
system, and that there are many parts, components, processes,
modules or functions that may be substituted for those listed
above.
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Those having skill in the art will recognize that the state of
the art has progressed to the point where there may be little
distinction left between hardware, software, and/or firmware
implementations of aspects of systems; the use of hardware,
software, and/or firmware is generally (but not always, in that
in certain contexts the choice between hardware and software
can become significant) a design choice representing cost vs.
efficiency tradeoffs.

Additionally, implementations of embodiments disclosed
herein may include executing a special-purpose instruction
sequence or invoking circuitry for enabling, triggering, coor-
dinating, requesting, or otherwise causing one or more occur-
rences of virtually any functional operations described
herein.

While particular aspects of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein have been shown and described, it will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that, based upon the teach-
ings herein, changes and modifications may be made without
departing from the inventive concepts described herein and
their broader aspects and, therefore, the appended claims are
to encompass within their scope all such changes and modi-
fications as are within the true spirit and scope of the subject
matter described herein.

With respect to the appended claims, those skilled in the art
will appreciate that recited operations therein may generally
be performed in any order. Also, although various operational
flows are presented in a sequence(s), it should be understood
that the various operations may be performed in other orders
than those which are illustrated, or may be performed con-
currently.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for displaying autorotation cues to a helicopter

pilot, comprising:
a storage device configured for storing at least static infor-
mation, the static information including:
terrain data associated with a geographic area; and
helicopter specific data associated with a helicopter;
a controller operatively coupled with the storage device,
the controller having an autorotation cue processor and
an autorotation cue generator;
the storage device having non-transitory computer read-
able program code embodied therein for determining
autorotation cues, the computer readable program code
comprising instructions which, when executed by the
autorotation cue processor, cause the autorotation pro-
cessor to perform and direct the steps of:
monitoring a plurality of ambient parameters including
an above ground level altitude of the helicopter;

monitoring a plurality of helicopter parameters includ-
ing at least an engine speed;

comparing at least one of the plurality of helicopter
parameters to at least one desired helicopter param-
eter;

determining a loss of power based on the comparing;

determining a target autorotation airspeed based on the
static information and the plurality of ambient param-
eters;

determining an autorotation attitude based on the target
autorotation airspeed and the helicopter parameters;
and

determining an autorotation flare altitude based on the
target autorotation airspeed, the plurality of ambient
parameters, and the plurality of helicopter param-
eters;

the non-transitory computer readable program code further
including instructions which, when executed by the
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autorotation cue generator, cause the autorotation cue

generator perform and direct the steps of:

generating an autorotation attitude cue based on the
autorotation attitude;

generating an autorotation airspeed cue based on the
target autorotation airspeed; and

generating an autorotation flare cue based on the autoro-
tation altitude, the autorotation flare cue including at
least one of: a visual cue and an audible cue;

generating an autorotation flare altitude display based on
the autorotation altitude;

a flight display operatively coupled with the controller, the

flight display device configured for:

in response to the autorotation cue processor determin-
ing a loss of power, displaying, to the helicopter pilot,
the autorotation airspeed cue, the autorotation attitude
cue, and the autorotation altitude display;

presenting the autorotation flare cue on the flight display
an on an audible warning device when the monitoring
indicates an above ground level altitude within a pre-
determined range of the autorotation altitude.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the terrain data associ-
ated with a geographic area includes one of: a digital terrain
database, a raster terrain database, and a vector terrain data-
base.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the helicopter specific
data associated with the helicopter includes at least one of: a
helicopter type, autorotation airspeed, an autorotation profile,
data associated with a height velocity profile for the helicop-
ter, and an average helicopter weight.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of ambient
parameters further include at least one of: an ambient wind
vector, density altitude, and an ambient temperature.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of helicop-
ter parameters further include at least one of: a yaw rate, an
attitude, an airspeed, and a heading.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one desired
helicopter parameter includes: an engine torque, a power
level of the engine, an engine rounds per minute speed, a
current main rotor blade angle, a tail rotor speed, a rudder
deflection, and an ability of the engine to drive a helicopter
main rotor.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the autorotation airspeed
cue is displayed associated with an airspeed indicator on the
flight display onboard the helicopter.

8. The system of claim 1, further including a crew alerting
system configured for providing the audible cue.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the autorotation flare cue
is associated with an altitude indicator on the flight display
onboard the helicopter.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the autorotation altitude
is centrally displayed on at least one of: the flight display and
a heads up display for enhanced helicopter pilot awareness.

11. A method for displaying autorotation cues to a helicop-
ter pilot, comprising:

accessing static information, the static information includ-

ing:

terrain data associated with a geographic area; and

helicopter specific data associated with a helicopter;
monitoring a plurality of ambient parameters;

monitoring a plurality of helicopter parameters;

comparing at least one of the plurality of helicopter param-

eters to at least one desired helicopter parameter;
determining a loss of power based on the comparing;
determining a target autorotation airspeed based on the
static information and the plurality of ambient param-
eters;
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generating an autorotation airspeed cue based on the target

autorotation airspeed;

determining an autorotation attitude based on the target

autorotation airspeed and at least one of the plurality of
helicopter parameters;

generating an autorotation attitude cue based on the autoro-

tation attitude;
determining an autorotation flare altitude based on the
target autorotation airspeed, the plurality of ambient
parameters, and the plurality of helicopter parameters;

generating an autorotation flare altitude display based on
the autorotation flare altitude;

generating an autorotation flare cue based on the autorota-

tion flare altitude, the autorotation flare cue including at
least one of: a visual cue and an audible cue;

in response to determining a loss of power, displaying, to a

helicopter pilot on a flight display, the autorotation air-
speed cue, the autorotation attitude cue and the autoro-
tation flare altitude display;

determining a range associated with the autorotation flare

altitude based on at least one of the plurality of ambient
parameters;

presenting the autorotation flare cue on the flight display

and with an audible warning device when the monitoring
indicates an above ground level altitude within the
range.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the static information
associated with a geographic area includes storing at least one
of: a digital terrain database, a raster terrain database, and a
vector terrain database.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the static information
associated with the helicopter further includes at least one of
a helicopter type, autorotation airspeed, an autorotation pro-
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file, data associated with a height velocity profile for the
helicopter, and an average helicopter weight.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein monitoring the plu-
rality of ambient parameters further includes monitoring at
least one of: an ambient wind vector, density altitude, and an
ambient temperature.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein monitoring the plu-
rality of helicopter parameters further includes monitoring at
least one of: a yaw rate, an attitude, an airspeed, and a head-
ing.

16. The method of claim 11, wherein comparing the at least
one desired helicopter parameter to at least one desired heli-
copter parameter further includes comparing at least one of:
an engine torque, a power level of the engine, an engine
rounds per minute speed, a current main rotor blade angle, a
tail rotor speed, a rudder deflection, and an ability of the
engine to drive a helicopter main rotor.

17. The method of claim 11, wherein displaying the autoro-
tation airspeed cue further includes displaying the autorota-
tion airspeed cue associated with an airspeed indicator on the
flight display onboard the helicopter.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein a crew alerting sys-
tem is configured for providing the audible cue.

19. The method of claim 11, wherein displaying the autoro-
tation flare cue further includes displaying the autorotation
flare cue associated with an altitude indicator on the flight
display onboard the helicopter.

20. The method of claim 11, wherein displaying the autoro-
tation flare altitude display further includes a centrally dis-
played autorotation flare altitude display on at least one of: the
flight display and a heads up display for enhanced helicopter
pilot awareness.



